Background: Passive smoking has been known to be associated with the risks of several diseases. Children are a group vulnerable to becoming passive smokers through adjacent adult smokers. Objective: To describe the characteristics of children with secondhand smoking. Methods: This research is a descriptive study involving 39 subjects of grade 4, 5, and 6 elementary school students. Inclusion criteria are having no subjective complaints of respiratory disturbances in the last 1 month, not smoking, living with parents/guardians/other family members that smoke inside the house, and willing to become respondents. Meanwhile, exclusion criterion was not returning the questionnaire. Samples were collected using purposive sampling technique. This study was conducted at Banguntapan Public Elementary School, Bantul in Agustus-September 2015. Instruments used in this study included questionnaires and spirometer. Data were analyzed univariately using frequency distribution. Results: More than half of the respondents were ≥ 11 years of age, female in gender, had parents that were ≥ 40 years of age, had parents that worked as labors, lived with one smoking family member, had parents that had started smoking at the age of < 24 years old, had parents that smoked ≥ 9 cigarettes per day, had parents that smoke outside the house, had parents that are mild smokers, and were not exposed to cigarette smoke. The highest level of education of the respondents' parents was mostly (43.6%) senior high school. Subjective complaints of respiratory disturbances were reported by 74.4% of the respondents. Conclusion: Although no significant signs and symptoms of secondhand smoking were found, children that lived with smoking family members still need to be kept on watch. This is because more than half of the respondents of this study were reporting complaints of respiratory disturbances. Therefore, it is necessary to control the cigarette consumption of parents/ guardians, especially of those who still smoke inside the house.
INTRODUCTION
Cigarette smoke contains around 500 harmful gas particles, including tar and nicotine. Passive smokers will sustain the various effects of secondhand smoking on their health. Reports from health ministry of the United States show that children and women are the groups with the highest risk of developing disorders caused by cigarette smoke. 1 Children, infants, and elderlies spend more time staying indoor. 2 In children, the effects of cigarettes are more severe due to their immature immune system, as well as their narrower respiratory tract diameter that allows the amount of cigarette smoke entering their respiratory tract to be greater than their body weight. Results of the preliminary survey conducted in June 2014 in District Banguntapan on 450 respondents showed that there are 50.89% of active smokers with 25.56% still smoking inside the house. Research on exposure to secondhand smoke on passive smokers is necessary in order to minimize the impact of secondhand smoke in passive smokers, especially children. Therefore, it became our interest to conduct a descriptive study on the characteristic of children with secondhand smoking.
METHODS
This research is a descriptive study with cross-sectional approach. Samples of the study were all grade 4, 5, and 6 elementary students with active smoker parents/guardians that met the inclusion and exclusion criteria of the study. These samples were collected using purposive sampling technique. The inclusion criteria of this study are: having no subjective complaints of respiratory disturbances in the last 1 month, not smoking, living with parents/guardians/ other family members that smoke inside the house, and willing to become respondents. The exclusion criterion of the study was not returning the questionnaire.
The number of samples obtained was 39 students. The study was conducted at Banguntapan Public Elementary School (SD Negeri Banguntapan), Bantul in AugustSeptember 2015. Instruments used in this study included questionnaires, weighing scales, microtoise, and spirometer. Data were analyzed univariately using frequency distribution.
RESULTS

Baseline
Characteristics of the Respondents
As presented in Table 1 , more than half of the respondents (56.4%) were ≥ 11 years of age and more than half of them (64.1%) were female in gender. 
Baseline Characteristics of the Parents of the Respondents
As presented in Table 2 , more than half of the parents of the respondents (64.1%) were ≥ 40 years of age. Highest level of education of these parents was mostly senior high school (43.6%). More than half of these parents (59%) worked as labors. 
Determinants of Smoking Behavior in the Parents/Guardians of the Respondents
As presented in Table 4 , more than half of the parents/guardians of the respondents (56.4%) had started smoking every day at the age of < 24 years old. More than half of these parents/ guardians (51.3%) had smoked for the first time at the age of ≥ 20 years old. More than half of these parents/guardians (53.8%) smoked ≥ 9 cigarettes per day. More than half of these parents/guardians (64.1%) smoked outside the house. More than half of these parents/guardians (66.7%) were mild smokers.
Distribution of Cigarette Smoke Exposure Rate to the Respondents
As presented in Table 5 , most respondents (87.2%) were not exposed to cigarette smoke.
Distribution of Respondents' Complaints of Respiratory Disturbances
As presented in Table 6 , more than half of the respondents (74.4%) were experiencing complaints of respiratory disturbances.
Distribution of the Results of Respondents' Pulmonary Function Test
As presented in Table 7 , all respondents were showing normal pulmonary function. 
DISCUSSIONS
The effect of secondhand smoking in children can be determined by measuring their lung function using spirometry. 5, 6 Measurement of lung function on all respondents showed normal results. Although there had been no significant signs and symptoms, children living with smoking family members should still be kept on watch. This is because despite being a non-smoker, exposure to secondhand smoke will allow them to inhale nicotine and other toxic substances contained in cigarette smoke. Nicotine can still be found in the body of a nonsmoker if the person inhales secondhand smoke. 7 The results of this study cannot be analyzed using bivariate analysis. This is because the pulmonary function test was showing normal measurements in all respondents. There are several possibilities that could cause this, including Firstly, measurement of lung function that was less than optimal. While the measurement of pulmonary function using spirometry can basically be performed on children, it will give optimal results when performed on respondents at the age of 17 years or older. This is because the cooperativeness of the respondents to follow the instructions from the officers during the implementation of the pulmonary function test was fundamental to maintain its validity. Secondly, the number of samples obtained is too little: only 39 children. The collection of these samples were performed using purposive sampling technique. Upon initial sampling, data from 66 children were included, but on initial data collection using questionnaires, some of these children returned incomplete questionnaires or did not return the questionnaires at all or when questionnaires were taken, the respondents were absent. The number of questionnaires returned at this point was 46. Furthermore, on the second data collection which was the measurement of pulmonary function using spirometry, one child was absent while 6 children failed to follow the instructions for the measurement. Therefore, the total number of respondents remained was 39 children.
Evaluation of cigarette smoke exposure rate to the respondents showed that more than half of them (87.2%) were not exposed to cigarette smoke. Nevertheless, 74.4% of these respondents subjectively reported mild respiratory complaints, such as a cough, runny nose, and shortness of breath in the last 1 month. Children who lived with smoking parents/guardians and were exposed to cigarette smoke still need to be kept on watch even though their percentage was small. Cigarette smoke can inflict damage to ciliated epithelial tissue, decrease mucociliary clearance, and suppress phagocytic activity and bactericide effect of alveoli macrophages that may result in bronchial hyperreactivity. 8 The previous study has shown that the incidence of acute respiratory infection (ARI) in toddlers has a significant association with parental smoking habit inside the house. 9 According to the results of this study, most respondents (82.5%) were found to be living together with one smoking family member, while a small number of these respondents (2.56%) were living with as many as four smoking family members. The habit of smoking inside the house affects other family members who do not smoke. The results also showed that family members who smoke inside the house could still be found in 25.6% of the data while some were even smoking near other family members in 10.3% of the data. Cigarette smoke is very harmful to health, especially for toddlers due to the toxic substances contained in cigarettes. 10 Children under five living together with family members who smoke are 4.56 times more likely to suffer from ARI 4.65 than toddlers who live with family members that are not smoking. 2 Lower respiratory tract infections are more common in smokers and passive smokers, especially infants and children. 11 Exposure to people who do not smoke (passive smoking) is only associated with an increased risk of acute respiratory illness in the first 2 years of life. Exposure from maternal smoking multiplies the risk of lower respiratory tract disease in the first 2 years of a toddler's life by about 2 times. 12 Although this study showed that the pulmonary function in all respondents was normal, subjective complaints of mild respiratory disturbances, such as a cough, runny nose, and shortness of breath in the last 1 month were still reported by 74.4% of the respondents.
CONCLUSIONS
No significant signs and symptoms of secondhand smoking were found in children that lived with smoking family members as indicated by normal measurements of pulmonary function found in all respondents. However, more than half of these respondents were reporting subjective complaints of respiratory disturbances.
RECOMMENDATIONS
It is necessary to control the cigarette consumption of the parents/guardians, especially of those who still smoke inside the house.
